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The European Partnership on Transforming Health and Care 
Systems (THCS)  

The Transforming Health and Care Systems (THCS) initiative, established as a European 

Partnership under Horizon Europe and co-funded by the European Commission, aims to 

address the increasing burdens on European health and care systems. The initiative focuses 

on developing coordinated, harmonized solutions involving EU member states, associated 

countries, research and innovation funders, and other public authorities. The overarching 

goal is to ensure high-quality, sustainable health and care services by fostering transnational 

collaboration, aligning regional and national research strategies, and promoting 

interdisciplinary excellence. 

Aim of the call  

This joint transnational call aims to support implementation-oriented research and innovation 

that accelerates the uptake, adaptation, testing, evaluation and scaling of evidence-informed 

approaches to health and care workforce transformation. Building on existing knowledge and 

previously developed tools, frameworks and good practices, the call seeks to support health 

and education authorities, health and care providers, educational institutions and other 

relevant stakeholders in applying and sustaining effective workforce solutions in their specific 

contexts. 

Proposals are expected to go beyond isolated measures and support the implementation and 

scaling of integrated workforce solutions that strengthen the capacity of health and care 

systems to attract, train, deploy and retain a skilled and resilient workforce. Proposals should 

clearly demonstrate how they build on existing evidence, initiatives and good practices, and 

avoid duplication of previous efforts. Projects should demonstrate how workforce 

transformation can support a shift towards population-oriented healthcare and apply 

implementation science approaches to identify barriers and facilitators to adoption, 

sustainability, scalability and transfer. 

General conditions for participation 

Type of action 

This call supports collaborative, transnational implementation-oriented research and 
innovation that accelerates the uptake, adaptation, testing, evaluation and scaling of 
evidence-informed approaches to health and care workforce transformation. Projects are 
expected to build on existing evidence, initiatives and good practices, and to support their 
implementation, transfer and scaling across diverse national, regional and local contexts. 
Projects should adopt an ecosystem approach involving relevant stakeholders and end-users 
to support implementation, uptake and long-term sustainability. 

Type of project partners  

Proposals may be submitted by applicants belonging to one of the following categories 

(eligibility of project partners may vary according to national/regional regulations): 
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• Academia: research teams working at universities, universities of applied sciences, 

other higher education institutions, research and knowledge dissemination 

organisations or research institutes; 

• Clinical/public health sector: research teams working at hospitals, policlinics, 

medical practices, public health and/or other health care settings and health 

organisations; 

• Companies: private companies of all sizes; 

• Operational stakeholders: e.g. patient organisations, citizens and/or citizen 

representatives, local communities, schools, municipalities, local/national NGOs, 

consumer organisations. Operational stakeholders should be in a position to provide 

useful knowledge to the consortium, ensure the consortium’s research is useful and 

translatable to their (or other) organisational contexts, and/or influence decision making 

or create change within their organisations. Operational stakeholders should be 

engaged in the research process from conception of the study to dissemination. 

Composition of a consortium 

Only transnational projects will be funded. The following conditions apply to the composition 

of consortia:  

• The consortium must include at least three (3) eligible partners from three different 

countries whose funding organisations participate in the call. At least two (2) partners 

should be legal entities from two different EU Member States or Horizon Europe 

associated countries. Each of these partners must be eligible and request funding from 

the respective funding organisation. All partners must be legal entities independent of 

each other. 

• Maximum number of partners eligible for funding is nine (9). 

• Maximum two (2) eligible partners from the same country. 

• The project coordinator must be eligible for funding by a regional/national funding 

organisation participating in the call. 

• Maximum of two (2) collaborators per consortium are permitted, or a maximum of three 

(3) collaborators if one or more of the collaborators is an operational stakeholder. 

Collaborators are self-funded partners, i.e. partners that do not request funds from one 

of the participating FPOs (i.e. partners from non-funding countries or partners who are 

not eligible according to regional/national regulations of the participating funding 

organisations). Collaborators do not count towards the maximum number of partners. 

Submission of proposals 

A two-step submission and evaluation procedure has been established for joint applications: 

pre-proposals and full-proposals. In both phases, one joint proposal document shall be 

prepared by the partners of a joint transnational project. 

The project coordinator must submit pre-proposals to the Joint Call Secretariat (JCS) via the 

THCS electronic submission system by 21 January 2027, 14:00 CET. Full proposals must be 

submitted by 24 June 2027, 14:00 CEST. Please note that joint full-proposals will only be 

accepted from applicants explicitly invited by the JCS to submit full-proposals. 
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Prior to the peer review panel (PRP) meeting for the discussion of the full-proposals, 

applicants will receive the reviewers’ individual written assessments in order to give a 

rebuttal to the arguments and evaluations of the reviewers. The rebuttal allows applicants to 

comment only on factual errors or misunderstandings that may have been committed by the 

reviewers while assessing the proposal, and to reply to reviewers’ questions. 

Proposals must be written in English. Please note that the national/regional funding 

organisations may require additional documentation from applicants according to 

national/regional regulations. It is the responsibility of each project partner to ensure that all 

the necessary documents are submitted on time to the appropriate recipient. 

Call timeline  

16 November 2026 Publication of the call  

2 December 2026, 
14:30-16:30 CET 

JTC 2027 Information Webinar 

21 January 2027, 14:00 CET Deadline for submission of pre-proposal 

24 June 2027, 14:00 CEST Deadline for submission of full-proposals 

September 2027 
Rebuttal phase – Evaluations are sent to applicants for 
rebuttal 

October/November 2027 Final funding recommendation announced to applicants 

Early 2028 Expected scientific start of funded projects 

More information 

If you want to know more on this fifth THCS call, please do attend the information webinar for 

applicants on 2 December 2026 14:30-16:30 CET. 

More information on the THCS call and partnership can be found on the webpage: 

www.thcspartnership.eu  

Disclaimer  

Please note: The content of the call described in this pre-announcement is indicative and 

may be subject to changes and is not legally binding.  

Interested applicants are encouraged to initiate scientific contacts with potential project 

consortium partners for applications. 

http://www.thcspartnership.eu/
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